A TWIST on a Classic Fairy Tale
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Imost everyone has seen or heard Linda’s father snuck into Kyle’s “castle” »\’:fﬂo 2 f\oﬁf\og u

Aof “Beauty and the Beast.” A lonely, (which is actually a townhouse in New York) v \ove srone™
book-loving girl agrees to stay with a and almost damaged his roses, which he keeps

terrifying Beast in order to save her father.
They become friends and fall in love. She then
helps break the Beast’s spell, turning him back
into a handsome prince. But what about the
beast? How different would the story be if
told from his point of view? The modern-day
telling “Beastly” by Alex Flinn, published by
Harper Collins, does just that.

What first drew my attention to the
book was the black
cover with the white
rose. “Beauty and the

“But what about

in a green house in the backyard of his town
home. The roses remind him of what he lost
and what he needs to do to get his life back.
Kyle agrees to spare Mr. Owens if he will bring
Linda to stay with him. Of course, Mr. Owens
agrees.

What I found interesting was that
between the sections of the book, there is an
online support group for kids who have been
put under a spell or
are thinking about
asking a witch to

Beast” has always help them become
been my favorite fairy the Be astz H (0)"."/ something else. So
tale, and the rose Kyle tells his story

plays an important
part in the story. I
was surprised when
reading the back, as
I've never read or seen
anything from Beast’s
point of view, let
alone set in modern
times.

“Beastly” is the story of a spoiled, rich
Kyle Kingsbury. Kyle is the stuck up pretty-
boy of his school in New York City. He dates
the most popular girl, gets anything he wants
and thinks that everyone wants to be him. The
problem starts when he asks the girl whom
everyone teases, Kendra, to the dance. When
he dumps Kendra for his girlfriend, Sloan,
Kyle’s life changes. Kendra is a real witch and
turns him into a beast because he is so cruel
and only cares about outer beauty. If he can
get a girl to fall in love with him while he is a
hairy monster, the spell will be broken. The
catch? He only has two years to find the girl.
That’s when Linda Owens comes into the
picture.

different would

the story be if told :omeonenamed

from his point of
view?”

to the frog prince,
little mermaid and

Grizzlyguy. It’s a
different twist, and
shows how modern
the telling is.

Now for the big
questions: Will Linda
fall in love with Kyle? If she breaks the spell,
will Kyle go back to his old ways? And who is
the mysterious witch Kendra?

Marian has a copy in the library, and it is
also available for e-readers.

If you prefer movies to books, the movie
comes out July 30, staring “Alex Rider:
Operation Stormbreakers™s Alex Pettyfer
as Kyle and “High School Musical”s Vanessa
Hudgens as Linda or Lindy. Go to www.
beastlythemovie.com for the official trailer.

Want more? Alex Flinn has a new
modern fairytale spin coming out in February,
“Cloaked.” For more information about
“Beastly” and other books by Flinn, go to
www.alexflinn.com.
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fictional character, |
would marry Harry

( )
“‘Ella Minnow Pea’ by
Mark Dunn because it
is like nothing | have

Potter.” ever read before; it is
\_ _J set up in the format
of written letters, not
O chapters.”
() \. J
r ) O r A

““The Hunger Games’
by Suzanne Collins

because it was excit-
ing and suspenseful. |
couldn’t put it down.”
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““The Notebook’by
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